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(PRIVATE 
Webcast Taping 3/24/09 @ 12 p.m.)
Supporting PRIVATE 
National Alcohol & Drug Addiction Recovery Month

Webcast Topic: 

Recovery and the Health Care/Insurance Systems: Improving Treatment and Improving Access

Host:  

Ivette Torres, associate director for Consumer Affairs, Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT), Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)

Invited Panelists: 

Renata J. Henry, M.Ed., deputy secretary for Behavioral Health and Disabilities, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH); Robert E. McGarrah, Jr., counsel, AFL-CIO Office of Investment; Carol Falkowski, director, The Alcohol and Drug Abuse Division, Minnesota Department of Human Services; Carol McDaid, chair, Faces and Voices of Recovery

Program Abstract: 

When the Paul Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Act of 2008 becomes effective in 2010, additional options will become available to those seeking addiction and mental health services. The Act will require group health plans to offer coverage for addiction and mental illness and provide benefits on par with those for all other medical and surgical conditions. This program will examine what impact the Act will have on health care and insurance systems and what it means for individuals and families battling addiction. The show will also explore other issues related to health care’s role in recovery, such as proper screening and intervention, prescription drug abuse prevention, and treating co-occurring disorders.

Key Questions: 

· How prevalent is the need for treatment services in the United States and how do most people currently pay for treatment?

· How and why do the health care and insurance systems play a critical role in making treatment services available to those who need them?

· What effect will/may the Wellstone Act have upon these health care plans?

· Why is it important that the health care system take a more proactive role in providing screenings and brief interventions?

· Why is it important to educate the medical community about substance use?

· What can health care and insurance providers do to improve access to and availability of treatment?

· What still needs to be done in the health care and insurance systems with regards to substance abuse treatment?
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PRIVATE 
Taping Location:

Macro International Inc. (CHM Division) Studio
11420 Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD 20852

Contact Jessica Fonoroff, 1–800–694–4747, ext 4936
Panelists should be at the studio no later than 12 p.m. for pretaping instructions, 

sound checks, and staging. Light refreshments and lunch will be served.
Webcast Date: June 3, 2009 (1 hour);
Event to be archived online at http://www.recoverymonth.gov

